
PART 1 
 
What the HAZCHEM Code does 
 
The HAZCHEM Code provides advice on: 
(a) The type of medium to be employed in 
combating a dangerous substances incident 
where product has escaped, been spilt or is 
involved in fire. 
 
(b) Possible violent reaction and hazard posed 
to the local population. 
 
(c) Type of personal protection to be worn by 
persons combating the incident. 
 
 
 
HAZCHEM Code Explained 
The HAZCHEM Code consists of either two or 
three characters, the first being a numeral, 
followed by either one or two letters. 
The first character, a numeral in the range of 1 to 
4, indicates the type of medium to be employed by 
the fire services personnel. 
 
 

 



 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
PART 2 
 
5.1.2 Information placards for stated dangerous goods in tanks 
Information placards for stated dangerous goods (other than GTDTBT) in 
tanks must be in the form and dimensions shown in Figure 2. They must 
contain the following information about the goods stored in the tank: 
• the proper shipping name; 
• UN Number; 
• Hazchem Code; 
• Class label; and 
• Subsidiary risk label (if applicable). For more than one subsidiary risk 
 
 
 
 
 
Information on the placard must meet the following specifications: 
• text must be black on white background (or white on a black background for 
the Hazchem 
Code); 
• lettering must be at least 100 mm high, unless two lines are used (50 mm 
lettering); 
• the class and subsidiary risk label must be in the form and colouring of the 
ADG Code; 
• the class label must have sides of 250 mm in length; and 
• subsidiary risk labels must be at least 200 mm in length. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
A vehicle or combination vehicle transporting dangerous goods in bulk must 
placard the vehicle as per illustration 
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